
 

Trulls Road Free Methodist Church, 2301 Trulls Road, Courtice, ON                          December 13, 2015 Edition 
(An update from the desk of Pastor Brian) 

 

New Youth Directors Ready to Go! 
Thanks to so many for praying as the Personnel Team and Pastor Brian have been in the process of filling the youth position 
at Trulls over these past two months.  We are delighted to introduce the new team.  

Pastor Jon Grant:   

Pastor Jon is in the process of transferring his credentials to the Free Methodist Church in Canada and will, therefore, move 
from his current Director of Worship Arts part time portfolio to an Associate Pastor at Trulls.  He will continue to dedicate 
20 hours per week to Worship Arts.  Thankfully, Jon has many other gifts and abilities and he will be stepping up to help in 
a variety of ways, especially as Pastor Brian adjusts his hours in the new year.  (More on that next page.)  Pastor Jon will 
therefore begin on an interim basis to give oversight to our youth ministries over the next 10 months in a focused way.  He 
will act as a resource to our new staff members and help with the development of a youth ministry team that will carry out 
weekly responsibilities of the youth initiatives.  He is very excited to come alongside our new and current youth leaders 
during this season. 

Youth Co-Directors:  Josh Vardy and Carley Dart 
 

Beginning in January, Josh and Carley will serve as our Youth Ministry Co-Directors.  They will work part time, each 
working 8 hours per week, to serve under the direction of Pastor Jon and with a team of adult volunteer leaders. We believe 
this is the best way forward and we are so thankful for each of these individuals.  Please join me in welcoming Josh and 
Carley to the Team.  Josh and his wife Rachel (Sarginson) have recently spent two years teaching overseas – one in China 
and one in South Korea.  Josh also led worship at a local church during his time in South Korea and brings an ability to play 
several instruments.  He has a BA in Christian School Education from Kingswood University in New Brunswick. He is keen 
to connect with our youth and has been volunteering this fall with the music elective on Tuesday nights at 
Connections.  Carley is an occasional teacher with the Trillium Lakelands District School Board, a mother to Jackson and 
Millie, married to Tim and they live just a few blocks away from Trulls.  Carley has her BA in Religious Studies and her 
Bachelor of Education from York University.  Carley is interested in music and worship arts as well and has a background 
in management from her restaurant experience.  We look forward to having Josh and Carley share in the effort to shape the 
lives of our youth.  

Special thanks go out to all our youth leaders who are currently serving and those who have expressed interest in helping out 
recently.  Great things are to come in 2016! 

Newsletter Name:  Thanks for your comments.  Looks like Trulls Road Trumpet is a keeper!   
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Upcoming Events: 

December 20 will be our Sunday Christmas service and we have a 
great service being planned.  The Choir has some beautiful numbers 
and is sounding fabulous.  There will be soloists, dramas and 
readings all woven together under the theme of our Advent Season 
– Receive the Blessing of Jesus as the Light of the World.  Please 
invite some family and friends to come along to this service at 10 
a.m.. 
December 24 is our annual Christmas Eve service.  There will only 

be one service and we expect a full house at 6:30 for carols and 
candlelight and some wonderful feature music.  Lyndsay Grant and 
Lori Bell will be singing.   
December 27.  You may want to end 2015 and head into 2016 by 

being baptized.  Sign up for the class on Wednesday, December 16. 
Youth Retreats:  Parents – would you help us start off the new year 
by encouraging your youth to sign up for the two retreats we are 
planning to be a part of at Muskoka Woods.  Registration Forms 
are available at the Welcome Centre. We are also hearing that there 
are some financial sponsorships in the works which should reduce 
the cost to your family.  Stay tuned on this - these weekend events 
have the potential to impact your youth for their whole lives.   

 

A great big thank you to our volunteers of late.  Please 
join me in expressing our appreciation to several who have 
continued to help get our facilities in great working shape 
over these past few weeks.  Here’s a list of  
accomplishments and the people who have helped. 
- In the GYM:  Hang the projector and screen; Pull in 
sound cables for PA system; Adjust the height of the lights; 
Hang the final sound panels; Hang the wall pads in the 
gym; Build a protective wall and the addition of a screen to 
keep the balls from damaging controls in west end hall; 
Install a new clock. 
- Change out doors in the children’s area; Room numbers 
placed on all rooms throughout building. 
- Wiring updates in Sanctuary side rooms; Power supply for 
roof cabling for ice and snow melting.   
- Snow storage signs placed.  
Thanks to:  Bert deWitt, Diane deWitt, Joan Wood, Garry 
Wood, John Vander weer, Ron Brooks, Leon Ally, Don 
Edmonds, Rick Leonard, John Muxworthy, Jim Daniels.  
Our Facilities Team  is giving oversight to all this work.   

Pastor Brian’s Health Update 

For those who may not have seen or heard of the results of my recent kidney specialist appointment, here is the update.  The 
condition I have is called polycystic kidney disease (PKD), which means there are multiple cysts on both kidneys.  They act to 
block the normal functioning of the kidneys and could eventually lead to renal failure.  The doctor indicated that although there 
is no cure for this disease we can monitor its progress through ultra sound and MRI tests.  At this point we understand that my 
kidney function is less than normal but symptoms are minimal at this time and so that is very significant to my daily life.  Lori 
and I sincerely appreciate all the prayers that have been offered up lately and the many expressions of support.  

In light of this and my sense that I need to take greater account of my overall health, I have asked the Official Board to permit a 
variation in my work schedule for this next year.  The Board has graciously granted this request and I will be working 4 days per 
week instead of 5 (which was often more like 6 in the past 18 months). At this time we all are seeing this as a one year plan to be 
re-evaluated at the end of 2016.  You may wonder why this is necessary if I am not experiencing a lot of symptoms from the 
PKD.  To be honest with you, I have relayed to the Board that I could not see myself sustaining the hours and effort of the past 
year, so this is an attempt to work smarter not harder, and to be careful about my health condition.  I am proposing my work 
week will be as follows come January 1. 

I will work Wednesday through Sunday and take Monday and Tuesday as my days away from the employment context.  This 
reflects 5 days per week, including Saturday, which allows me to have two days off together - Monday and Tuesday.  I anticipate 
that there will flexible hours during these particular 5 days to coincide with the pay scale, which will be set at 80 % of full time.  
My goal is to see this schedule enhance my ability to serve you with energy and focus going forward.  Lori and I are very 
thankful for the openness Church Leadership has shown during these days of deliberation.  We will keep you posted as to how 
things are going but it seems best to head in this direction.  I will not be accessible, except in the case of emergency pastoral 
situations, on Mondays and Tuesdays so please keep that in mind when communicating with me by text, phone or email.  If you 
would like to discuss this with me personally I would be glad to connect.  Should you wish to talk further with Beth Rawn, our 
Board Chair, by all means feel free to contact Beth directly.  

Added to this new arrangement we are pleased to introduce to you that Pastor Jon Grant will be coming on board at Trulls in a 
full time capacity beginning in January as well.  Pastor Jon, as noted on the previous page, is going to be picking up other 
responsibilities to help balance the change in my hours.  In addition to the youth ministry resourcing he will do, we are asking 
Pastor Jon to focus time on such areas as young adults, younger families and picking up as direct report for our Children’s 
Ministry Director.  Obviously, 2016 will be largely focused on youth ministries for the next 10 months but look for Pastor Jon to 
be serving us in these other ways as well.  He will also continue to be available to preach as my preaching load changes slightly 
for 2016.  Pastor Jon has gladly accepted this offer and we are delighted to see him join the full time staff.  By the way, his new 
office location is now in the main offices, (between Pastor Joan and Debi Gunter’s) rather than in our Conference Room.   

Finally, all these proposed changes in today’s newsletter fit within a newly proposed budget for 2016 which will be presented at 
our annual Society meeting.  This budget proposal takes into account several factors and will be substantially lower that the 2015 
budget.  The Annual Report with the new proposed budget will be out early in February for your review prior to the Society 
meeting.   


